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unjust treatment of the soldiers of the United States so kept at labor and service by the Confederate authorities.
It being also testified to by the same witnesses that the rations served to the soldiers of the United States so at labor is one pound of flour and one-third of a pound of bacon daily, it is ordered that the same ration precisely be served to these Confederate prisoners so kept at work, daily, and no other or different.
It being further testified to that the time of labor of the soldiers of the United States so at work under the Confederates is ten hours each day, these Confederate prisoners so kept at work will be made to work, and work faithfully, daily during the same period of time.
This order will be read to the prisoners set to work the first time they are mustered for labor, in order that they may know why it is that they do not receive that kind and courteous treatment they have heretofore from the United States, as prisoners of war.
Upon any attempt to escape by any of these prisoners so kept at work, they will be instantly shot.
By command of Major-General BTJTLBB
ED. W. SMITH, Assistant Adjutant-General
The succeeding day the order was exactly executed. The experiment was a success. October 20, General Lee officially notified General Grant that the negro prisoners had been withdrawn from the trenches and would be treated as prisoners of war, and thereupon an order was issued and they were released.
From General Butler to Lieutenant Michie
Oct. Uth, 1864
I THINX that one would do, but does Gen. Weitzel desire to weaken his reserves so much? There is no trouble on the right. This done at all is some divilment on the left, either our cattle, or brigade at Aikens', these Hd. Qrs., your Cox Hill Fort, or Dutch Gap. It is possible that they mean to use and fortify under cover of then* boats the hill to the left of Weitzel's line. You and Weitzel will make such dispositions as will take care of all of us.
BBNJ. F. BUTLER, Maj. Gen*l. Comd'g.